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Chairman's	Message

Welcome to the 135th “Henley Farm and Country Show”; thank you for supporting it and we 
hope you enjoy your day. 

Ring One has a full programme of events including: The Bolddog FMX Motorcycle Display Team, 
Scurry and Shetland Pony Racing.  There will be Grand Parades of Livestock, Classic Vehicles and 
a Cowley Heritage Motoring parade.

We are pleased that the “Woodland Pony Club”, is with us again, which is running Show Jumping 
in Ring Two. We are excited to have the Heavy Horses, which will have the whole of Ring Three 
this year for their Heavy Horse Village. In “The Village”, which was Ring Four, we have the ever 
popular Dog Show, Sheep Show, Working Dog Demonstration and Falconry Display. The “Produce 
Tent” is always worth a visit, which houses the: handicraft and baking classes plus the scarecrow, 
photographic and giant vegetable competitions; best of luck to those who have entered exhibits. 
The Food and Wine, Shopping and Craft Traders are sited in an open plan format where you can 
enjoy the space and freedom it creates. 

Henley and District Agricultural Association is a charity with a remit to “promote the growing 
and improvement of crops and livestock” in the Henley Area and the “Farm and Crop 
Competitions” are very well supported. The 2026 results are in this programme.

The combined Bands of: The Royal County of Berkshire, Hants and Isle Wight and Oxfordshire 
Army Cadet Forces will be closing the Show at the lowering of the Union Flag.

I thank everyone who attends the Show, our members and sponsors for without you we could 
not meet our charitable objectives. When we have a successful �inancial year we are able to make 
donations to various local causes.

The next “Henley and District Agricultural Association” event is the “Annual Ploughing Match” to 
be held at Red Lion Farm, Britwell Salome OX49 5LG on the 4th of October. The day commences 
at 8.45 am, with the Traditional “Blessing of the Plough”. Visitors can enjoy a walk or trailer ride 
to watch the Competitors Plough their trade at relatively close quarters and there is a working 
team of horses to view, subject to softer ground. We are delighted to welcome back the Heavy 
Horse Village. Refreshments are available and there are Craft and Trade stands.

Peter Webb
Association Chairman









A	BRIEF	HISTORY	OF	THE	HENLEY	FARM	&	COUNTRY	SHOW	1891	-	2026

thTowards the end of the 19  Century, it was the fashion for landowners and their tenants to create 
their own Agricultural Societies.  Henley farmers supported both �ield and show-day classes at 
the Royal East Berks, Wokingham Agricultural Association, Chiltern Hills, South Bucks and the 
Royal South Bucks Show.  Henley was however conspicuous in not having its own Agricultural 
Association.

Richard Ovey of Badgemore was considered to be “a visionary and courageous landowner” and, 
despite intense competition from other established agricultural societies, decided to “go-it-alone” 
and founded an Association in Henley.

In 1891, acting on an idea which had been on his mind for a long time, he decided to hold a 
ploughing match at Hernes, his estate in the autumn of the following year.  His close friend, 
William Anker Simmons, who was later knighted for services to agriculture, gave him 
encouragement.

As well as ploughing classes, there were classes for rick building, thatching, shepherding, butter, 
poultry, eggs and collections of vegetables at the event.  

thThe Reading Mercury recorded on September 10  1892: “Mr Ovey of Badgemore has set a �ine 
example by offering prizes for good ploughing and rick building in this neighbourhood and it is 
hoped that his ploughing match at Hernes Farm next Thursday will be as successful as it deserves 
to be.  There is too little inducement in these days for farm labourers to become pro�icient in 
their work and any steps in this direction must be a considerable bene�it”.

In 1898 Richard Ovey instigated a public meeting to discuss a broadening of the Association's 
events. September 1899 saw the �irst expanded Henley Show, which was held at Hernes.  William 
Anker Simmons was the Association's �irst honorary secretary, thus started the long association 
between the Henley & District Agricultural Association and Simmons and Sons.  

The Show, which is now traditionally held on the second Saturday in September, has been held 
annually since then, with the exceptions of cancellation for the duration of both World Wars.  The 
only other times that the Show could not be held was in 1952 due a very widespread outbreak of 
Foot & Mouth Disease, and in 2020 due to Covid 19. 

As can be seen from the Roll of Past Presidents, Henley Farm & Country Show has been held at a 
variety of venues in the area: in earlier days quite often on that year's President's land.  For the 
past twenty eight years the Show has been held at Greenlands Farm, Hambleden, which is much 
admired for its beautiful setting and where you are today.  

At its heart is a group of some �ive hundred members and a dedicated band of volunteers who 
form its committees and provide many of the Show of�icials.

If you have enjoyed your day with us why not become a member, and part of its continuing 
history.  There is a Members Application form on the back page of this programme.











Judge	Stu	Middleton	(Stormida)







Make farming
your future.

bca.ac.uk

Full time & 
Apprenticeship 
courses
◦ Real-world farm experience
◦ Expert tutors
◦ Industry-standard facilities

Start your future today at 









GENERAL	RULES	AND	REGULATIONS








